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NEW CONSTITUTION

*© STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA.

JElcction on the Qaestion of it Adoption, on the
« v+ 77 sPourth Thursday in 'Avgust, 1572,
Mysa 01 ! o E
9. Ta case of a vacancy, during the recess
of the Senate, in any office which is not elee-
‘tive] the Governor shall, by appuintment, fill
such vaedney, until the next mecting of the
Seénate. wheu 'he shall make a nomination for
such office, and the person so nominated, when
confirmed by the Senate (a majority of all the
Senators eledted eoncurring by yeas and nays),
shall hold his office during the remainder of
‘the térm, and until his snecessor shall be ap~
pointed and qualified. No perscn, after being
~tréjected by the Senate, shall be again nomi-
* nated for the same office durine the same ses-
sion; unless at the request of the Senate ; nor
Ighall gnch person be appointed to the same of~
fice during the recess of the Senate.
7+10. The Goverrot shall have power to re-

“move any officer whom he may appoint, in |

veasel of incompetency, neglect of duty, gross
immorality, or malfeasance in office ; and ha
: may,declare his office vncant, and fill the same,
«as°-herein provided in other cases of vacnuey.
.5 11. The Governor shall have power to re-
-mit fines and penalties, in such ecases, and
under such regnlutions, as may he preseriberd
by law ; to gommute capital punishment, and,
except where the prosceution has been car-
~ried on by the [ouse of Delegates, to grant
reprieves and pardons afler conviction : but
he shall commuaicate to the Liegizlutura, at
“each session, the particulurs of every eaze of
fine or penalty remitted, of punishment com-
muted,and of reprieve or pardon grartad, with
his reasons therefor.

12, The Governor shall be enmmander-in~
chief’ of the military forces of the State, (ex-
cept when they shall be ealled into the sers
~ice of the United States,) and way eull out
‘the same to execute the luws, suppress iosur-
rection and repel invasion.

13. When any State officer has executed

his official bond. the Governor shall, fur such |
cnuses, and in sneh manner os the Legislarure

may direct, require of such officcr reasonalile
additionsl securiry ; and if the seeurity is not
given as required, his office shall be declared va-
Jcant,in suci wanner as way be provided by iaw.

14 Erersy Lill passed by the Lewsislature
shall, before it hecunies a luw, he presented o
the Governor. If ke approve, he shall sign
it, and therenpon it shall become a lnw; but
Af not. he sha!l retarn ir, with
ta the Honse in which it ori
House shall enter the abjzetio

his ule'cEinns,
‘rm{('ll, which
ul lirgre upon

its journal, and proeced to reennsider it TF
alter such roconsiderstion, n mzjority ol e
members elected to that Honse pu

the bill, it shall be sent tozeihior with the
Jeetione, to the otlier Hunse, by wlict
likewise be reconsidered, nnd if

o majority of the membliers elected 1o thar
ITon=<e, it shall hocome o law, noow thstendine

‘the objections of the Governor,  Tat in all
wuch essos the vote of cach honse shall be
ﬂt‘i(‘.f"l:'l!!l! he Feas il nuys, to bhe cntereil
on the Jomrnnil. Away il which shall nio 4 he
rermrnad -by the Gavernor within five duss
(Sa ys exeetted) alrer it <hall have been

presented to him slizli b oa law, in like pran-
ner ag il be had sicned

Jature shall, by their adjournment. prevent irs
return, in which euase 1t shall be filed, with
diia nl-jcclinr--‘. inthe «ffee of the =
of Etate within five days attor
tent or beeome a law.

such aldjoura-

‘15 Hrery bill passed Ly ihe Lewsislature

making approprintions of wmoney, embraciog |

distinet items, shall, befure it beeomes a juw,
be presentad to the Governor; il he dis
prove the Lill, or any item or appropriation

therein contained, he shall cotimunieate sueh |

'-di_-;npprm'n!, with his reasens therefor. to the
Touse in which the bill oriei
items not disappraved shall have the foree and
wffect of law, neeordinge to the vriginal pro-
visions of the bill.

and limitations preseribed in the preceding
Bection in reference to other biils.

1G. In case of the death. convietion fn im-
peachment, failure to quality, resignation, or
other dizability of the Governor, the Presi-
dent of the Senate shall uct as Governor until
the vacaney is filled or the disability remaoved ;
and il the President of the Senate. for any of
the ahove named eauses, shall become incap-
.able of performing the duties of Governor,
the same shall devolve upou the Spenker of

the Ilouse of Deleuzates; and in all ather |

cases, where there is no onae to act ns Gover-
nor, one shall be chosen Ly joint vole of the
Legislature. Whenever a vaeaney shall oe-
cur in the office of Governor, before the first
three years of the term shall have expired, a
new election for Governor shall take place to
fill the vacancy.

17. If the office of Auditor, Treasurer,

State Superivtewdent of Iree Schools, or At- |

torney General, shall becowme vacant by death,
rdsippation or otherwise, it shall be the duty
of the Governor, to fill the same hy appoint-
ment, and the appoiutee shall hold kis office,
until higsuceessorshall be electedand qualified,
in such manner as may be provided by iaw.

The subordinate officers of the Mxeeutive
Department, and the officers of all public in-
stitutions of the State, shall keep an uceount
of all moneys raceived or disbursed by them
respectively, from ull sources, and fur every
service perfurmed, and make a semi-anuwuzl
roport thereof” to the Governor, under oath or
uffirmation, aod any officer who shall wilfully
make a false report, shall be deemed guilty of
perjury.

18. The subordinste officers of the Execu-
tiva Department, and the officers of all the
public institutions of the State, shall, at least
ten days preceding each regzuinr session of the
Legislature, severally, report to the G overnor,
who shall transmit sych report to the Legisla.
ture, and the Governor may at any time re-
quire information in writing, under oath, from
the officers of his department, and all officers
and managers of State institations,
subject relating to the coundiiion, management
and expenses of their respective offices.

19. The Governor shall receive for his '

services a salary of twenty-seven hundred
dollars per annum, and no additional emolu-
ment, allowance, or perquisits, shall be paid
ormade to him, ¢n auy account.
acting as Governor, shall receiy
ments of that office.

The Secretary of State ehall teceive one |

thousand ; the State Superintendent of Free
Schooly, fifteen huodred ; the Treasurer, four-

EE HALL” BUILDING. © |

d ir, unles<a 1he Lewis- |

aretary

nated 3 but all |

Auny item or items so dis. [
approved shall be void, unless repassed by a |
majority of each ITouse. according to the rales |

Any person, |
¢ the emolu- |

teen hundred ; the Auditor, two thousand ;
‘and the Attordey Geoneral, thirteen hundred
dollars par annum ; and no additional emolu-
ment or allowance, except as herein otherwise

rovided, shall he paid or made out of the
J}'ru:lum'_c ol the State to any of the foregoing
eXceitive vfficers, on any account. :

ARTICLE VIIL
JUDICIARY DEPARTMENT.

1. The judicial power shall bo vested in a
Sapreme Cowmt of Appeals and’in Cireuit
" Courts, and' the Judges thereof; in County
“and Corporation Courts, and in Justicea of
the Peace.

SUPREME COURT OF APPEALS.

2. The Supreme Court of Appaals whall
consist of four judges, any three of whom
shall be a quornm. They shall be electod by
the voters of the State, and shalllhold their
office for the term of twelve yeurs, unless
sooner removed, in the manner prescribed by
this Constitution, except that of those first
clected, two to be designated by lot, in such
monner as they may determine, and in ihe
presence of the Governor, shall hold their
offices for foer years; athird, to be de-
signated in like manaoer, for eight years, and
| the fourth, fur twelve years; so that one or
more shall be'clected every fonr years.

3. It shall have origival jurisdietion in
eases of habeas corpus, mandamuys and pro-
hibitiom, Tt shall have appellate jurisdiction
in civil eases, where the muatter in controver-
' sy, exclusive of coste, is of greater value, or
: amount thas one hundred dollars; in contro-

versies enncerning the title of boundaries of
| land. the probate of wills, the appointment or
| qualification of a personal representutive,

guardian, eommiifee or curator ; or eoneern-
[ ing a mill, roadway, ferry, or landing; or
| the rivht of a corporation, or connty to levy
| tolls or taxes; and, also, in ease of guo war-
| ranin, huleas corpus, mandamas and prohi-
| bition, and in enses involviang frerdom or the
| eonstitutionality of a law. Tt shall have ap-
[ pelate jurisdiction, in criminal cases, where

there has heen a eonviction for felony or mis-

demennor, in a Cirenit Court, and where a
| convietion has been had inany infirior court,

i and been affirmed in a Cirevit Court,

=

Court of Appeals, shall be ensidered as bind-
ine anthority upon any of the inferior churts

. of this Siate, excent in the particular case
decided. unless such decision is econeurred in
by at Teast three jndees of said comt.

[ 9. Whena judament or deeree is reversed,
or affirmed, by the Supreme Court ob Appeals.
every point fairly arising upon the record of
the case, shall be considered, and decided ;
and the reasons therefor shall be eoucisely
etitad in writing, and preserved  with the
recard of tha ease ; and ic shall be the duty

[ of 1he court to preyare a syllabns of the
riuts adjudieated in each ease enneurred in
he three of the judees therea!, which &hall be

ed {n the published report of the case.

G A\ writ of error, supersedeas, or appeal
shall b allowed only by the Supreme Unurt
of Appenls, or a Juldga thereof, or by a
Jadee of i Cireait Conrt upon a petition, as-
siening ereor in the judaement, or proecedings
of the inforior court, ond then only alter tha
anid Coure ar Ju shall have examined and
eonsidercd the reeond and sssignment of er.
rors, and is sari=fod that there is error in the
v Lhat it presents o pyint proner for the
cansideration sl the Court of Appeals.

7. 1f a vacaney shall veenr in said Court,
from any cause, the Governor shall issue a
writ of election, to ili sneh vacaney for the
residue of the term : ronided, That il the
nnexpired term, be&sa than two years, the
| Governor shali appoint a judze to fill such
vaecanecy.

8. The cofiicers of the SBupreme Court of
| Appeals, except-the Reporter, shall be ap~
| painted by the Canrt, or, in vaeation, by the

Judges thereaf, wirh the power of removal ;
their duties and compeosation shall be pre-
seribed by law.
9 There shall be et least two terms of the
Court of Appeals held annually, at sueh
| times and places, as may be preseribed by law.
| CIRCUIT COURTS.

10. The State shall be divided into nine
circiiits; for each cireuit a Judge shall be
| elected by the voters thereof, who shall hold
| his office for the term of eight years, unless
| sooner remaved, in the manner preseribed by

this Constitution.  During his continuanee in
| office, he shall reside in the cireuit of which

he is the Judgze. [

| 11. A Gircuit Court shall be held in every
county, twice a year.  But provision moy be

{ made by law for specinl terms; and n judge

of any eirenit may hold the Court in ancther

circnit.

12. The Cireuit Courts shall have the su~
pervision of all proceedings, before the County
Courts and other inferior tribunals, by men~
dam mr,Prr.}u'f-r'rr'un or certiorart, 'l'!iej‘ shall,
e¢xeept in cases confided by this Constitution
exclusively to some other tribunal, have
original, and general jurisdiction of all mat-
| ters at law, where the amonnt in eontroversy,

exelusive of interest, exceeds fifty dollars; in
cases of guo warranto, halieas corpus, mans
dumus, or prohil:ition ; and in all cases of
equity, and of all felonies and misdemennors.
| They shall have appellate jurisdietion, upon
petition and assigument of error, in all enses
of judement:, deerees, and final ordors, ren-
dered by the County Courty, and such other
inferior courts of record as may he hereafter
established by law, under the provisions of
this article,.where the matter in COutroversy,
exclusive ®of costs s of greater value or
amount, that twenty dollars; in controversies
respeeting the title or boundaries of land ;
the probate of wills, the. appointment or
gualiication of a personal representative,
guardizn, epmmittee or curator; or concern-
| ing a mill, road, way, foerry or landine, or the
rizht of a eorporation or eounty to levy tolls

"

4. No decision rendered by the Supreme

or taxes ; and also in cases of Aabras corpus, |

qito warrauto, mandamus, prolibition and
certiorari, and in erses involving freedom or
the eonstitutionality of a law ; and in all cases
of conviction, under eriminal prosecutions in
said eourr, It shall have such other original
jurisdiction as may by prescribed by law.

| 13. The Legisluinre wmay nuthorize, by

upon any. general law, any indictment for a misdemean=

{ or found by the grand jury of any Circuit
‘ Uourt, to be certificd by said Court, to the
County Court of the county in which the
indictmuent shall be found, for further pro-
ceedings to be had thereon, in such manner,
| and under such regulations as may be pre-
| seribed by law.

14. The State shall be arranged into the
following eircuits : The counties of Ilaneock,
Brooke, Ohio and Marshall shall constitute
( the first circuit; the counties of Waeltzel,
| Marion, Blonongalia, Taylor, Doddridge and

-ing a Judgejfrom offica.

‘Harrison, the secon}]'; the counties of Jef-

. forson, Berkeley and Morszan, the third ; the

counties ol-Hampshire, Mineral, Grant.—
Iardy snd Pendleton, the fourth ; the coun-

ties of Tyler, Pleasauts, Ritchie, Wood, Wirt

and Calhoun the fifth; the counties of Ran-
dolph, Tucker, Barboar, Lewis, Webster,
Gilmer, Preston and Upshur the sixth ; the
couaties of Jackson, IRoane, Puatnam, Kana~
wha and Mason the seventh ; the counties of
Greenbrier, Monroe, Fayette, Summers, Clay,
Nicholas, PochahontasandBraxton the eighth;

- and the counties of Cabell, Wayne, Lincoln,

Boone, Logan, Wyoming; Mercer, Raleigh
and McDowell the ninth 2 :

15. The Legislature may, after the expira-
tion of five years from the time this constitu-
tion goes into operation, re-arrange the cir-
cuits, but the number of circuits shall not
then be increased ; and no re-arrangement
of the circuits shall have the effect of remov-
After the egnsus of
1880, it may ineresse the number of circnits,
f0 as not to exceed ove cirenit for every fifty-
five thonsand inhabitants of the State.

16. The Legislature shall provide by law

for holding Cireuit Courts where, from any

cause, the Judge shall fail to attend, or, if

in attendauoce, caunot properly preside.
GENERAL PROVISIONS,

17. All Judges shall be commissioned by
the Governor. The salary of the Judges of
the Court of Appeals shall be twenty-two
hundred and filty dollurs per annum, and that
of the Judges of the Cireuit Coust shall be
two thousand dollars; and each shall receive
the snme nllowance for necessary travel, as
members of the Legislature. No Judge, du-
ring his term of office, shall practice the pro-

fession of law, or hold any other office, ap~.

pointment, or publie trust, under this or any
other government, and the aceeptance thero-
of shall vaeate his judicial ffice ; nor shall
he, during his eontinnance therein, be eligi-
ble to any politieal affice. ;

18. Judges may be removed from office by
a concurrent voie of both [Touses of the Leg-
islarare, where from ace, disense or mental
or bodily infirmity, they are ineapable of dis-
charging tho duties of their offices. 1lut
two-thirds of the members elected to each
House must concur in sueh vote; and the
cause of removal chall be entered upon the
journals of each House. The Judee asuinst
whom the Legisliture may be about to pro-
cced, shall receive notice therenf, aceompas
nicd with the cunse nlleged for his removal,
af least twenty days hefore the day on which
either llouse of the Legislature shall act
thereupon. :

19, The voters ef ench eounty shall elect
a Clerk of the Cirenit Court, whosa term of
office shall be six years ; his duties and com-
pensation, and the” mode of rembving him
from office, shall be preseribed by law ; and
when a vacaney shall oceur in the office, the
Judue of the Cirenit Court shall appoint a
Clerk, whao shall diseharge the duties of the
oflice, until the vacancy shall be filled hy elee-
tion.  Innny ease in respect to which the
Clerk shall Le so sitnated as to wake it im-
proper for him to aet, the Court shall appoint
u kubstitute.

20. The Clovks of the Cirenit Courts, and
the Clerk of the Supreme Court of A ppeals,
shall, under such reculstions as may he pro-
saribed by law, make an annual report to the
Anditor, exhibiting the number of suirs com~
menced, pending and decided in their re-
speetive courts, and the number of days the

eourts wera in session dnring tho year, which |

shall be eandensed by snid Auditor and made a
21. Wherever the Legislature is expressly

any particular nck, and the snne shall be done,
in violation of such prolhibition,. it shall ho
the duty the courts, upnn a proper case pre-
sented before them, to declare such act null

‘and voiil.

22. The Legislature may establish conrts
of limited jurisdiction within any incorporas
ted town or ecity, subjeet to such appeal as
now is, or may hereaflter be, preseribed by
law. :

COUNTY COURTS.

23. There shall be in ench eounty of the

State, a County Court, which shall be ecam-~

! posed of a President and two Justices of the

Peace, except when, by this Constitution. the
presencs of a greater number is required. —
It shall hold six sessions during the vear, st
times to be preseribed by law ; two of which
shall be limited to watters connected with
the police and fisenl affairs of the county;

the other four shall be held for the trial of |

causes, and for the tramsaction of all other
business within the general jurisdiction of

the eourt, except an assessment or levy upon |
In all cases |

the property of the eounty.
where 8 levy of the county is laid, a majority
of all the Justices elected in the county shall
be neeessary fo constitute a quorum for the
transaction of that business,

| forth:

24, The President of the Court shall be |
elected by the voters of the eounty, and shall |

hold hiz office for the term of four years. 1t
shall be his duty to attend each term of the
said Court, and he shall reeeive for such ser-
viee four dollars far every day he presides in
Conrt, to be paid from the county treasury.
He shall also perform such other duties, and

receive snell compensution therefor, as may |

be preseribed by law, except that he shail
not be anthorized to try causes out of Court.
When from any eause lie is unable to attend

as President of the Court, any Justice may |
be added to make the court, who, in conjune- |

“tion with the other two, may desiznate one

of their own number to preside in his ab-
sence.

25. Each county shall be laid off into dis-
tricts, not less in pumber than three, nor
more than ten, as nearly equal as may be in
territory and population.
thera shall be elected by the voters thereof,
one, and not.more than twn, Justiccs of the

Io each distriet |

Pence, who ehall reside in their respective

distriets, and hol@ their office for the terwn of
four ycears.
courrties by townships shall constitute such

districts until changed by a court constituted |

of a majority of the Justices of the eounty.

duties in court ; they shall receive a compen-
sation of three dollars per day, for.their ser-
vices in court, to be paid out of the county
treasury, and they may receive fees for other
official duties, to be preseribed by law, and

The present sub-divisions of the |

paid by the porties for whom the service.

shall be rendered.

27. The County ‘Court sha!l have original
jurisdiction in all actions at law, where the
amount in controversy exceeds twenty dol-
lars ; and also in all cases of hableas corpus,

_of all criminal cases under the grade of felony,

5 and i Legislatura may give to Justiees sueh addi-
purt of his annual report 10 the Legisluture. |

A 7 tgoa R | their respective connties as may be deemed
prohibited, by this Constitution, {rom doing !
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certiorari, and in all suits in equity. ItshaH |
have jurisdiction in all matters of probate,

the appointment and qualification of personal
representatives, guardians, committees and
curators, and the settlement of their accounts,
and in all matters relating to apprentices, and

except as hereinbefore proyided. But the
jurisdiction of the County Court shall be sub-
ject to suchlimitations as may be prescribed
by law. They shall have the custody, through
their clerks, of all wills, deeds and other pa-
pers presented for probate or record in said
county, which shall be disposed of or pre-
served as required by law. \ :

28. It shall also have the superintendenea
and; administration of the internal police and
fiseal affairs of the county, including the es-
tablishment and regulation of roads, ways,
bridges, public landines, ferries and mills, with
authority to lay and disburse the county lev-
ies: [I'ovided, That no licenss shall be
granted in any city, town oc village, without
the consent of the authorities of the same first
had and obtained. Tt shall, ia all contested
cases, judge of the election, qualifiention and
returns of its own members, and of all county
and district officers ;.and it shall exerecise such
other jurisdiction, and perform such other
duties, us may be prescribed by law. Noth-
ing in this article shall impair or affect the
charter of any municipal corporation.

29. The county court shall have jurisdie-
tion of all appeals from the judement of the
justices, and their decision, npon such ap-
peal, shall be final in all cases, exsept such as.
involve the title, right of possessien, or bound-
aries of lands, the freedom of a person, the
validity of'a law, or an ordinance of any cor-
poration, or the right of a corporation to'levy
tolls or taxes. No judge or justice shall sit
in an appellate court, in review of a decision
made by him.

30. The voters of each connty shall eleet n
clerk of the county ennrt, whose term of office
shall be six years, and whose duties, compen-
gation and mode of removal shall be preserib-
ed by law. x|

81. Provision may be made under euch
regulations as may be preseribed by law for
the probate of wills, and for the appointment
and qualifieation of personak représentatives,
guardians, enmmittees and eurators, during
the recess of the regular sessions of the county
court. . :

32. A vacancy in tho office of the president
of the court shall be fiiled until the next reg~
ular election by the justices, all of whom shall
be summioned for that purpose.  Vaeancies in
the office of justice of the peace may be filled,
until the next regulur election, by the county
court. g

33. The civil jurisdietion of a justice of
the peace shull extead to actions of ussumpsit,
debt, detinne and trover,if the amount claimed,
exelusive of interest, does not-execced ore
hundred dollars; but where the amount elaimed
shall exceed twenly dollurs, on the appli-
cation of the defeundant, either in person or
by counsel, made at any tima before trial, it
shill be the dury of the Justice of the eaco
to tran=mit the pupers in the ease to the Clerk
ol'the County Court, to be therein tried. The
Jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace shall ex-
tend thronghout their county ; they shall be
conservators of the pence; und huve such ju-
risd g%ion and powers in criminal cases as may
ba preseribed by Inw. AndJusticesof the PPeaco
shall have authority to take the acknowledus
ment of deeds and other writings, administar
outhis and takeand eertity depositions. Aud the

tional civil jurisdiction and powers within

expedient, under such regulations and re-
strictions #a may be preseribed by geueral law;
except thatin suits to recover money or dama-~
ges their jurisdiction and powers shall in no
case exceed one hundred dollars.

34. The Legisinture shall, upon the appli-
cation of any county, re-form, modify or alter
the county court established by this Constitu-
tion, in such county; andin lien thereof, with
the assant of a majority of the voters of said
county;, voting at any election held for that
purpnse, ereate another court, or other tri-
bunals, as well for judicial as for polica and
fiseal purposes; either scparate or combined,
which shall conform to the wishes of the
county making the application, but with the
same powers and jurisdietion herein conferred
upon the county court, and with compensation
to be made from the county treasury. It two
or more adjoining counties shall prefer to unite
in the eleetion of a judge to hold a Count
Court, in their respective esunties, they shaif,
with the assent of a majority of the voters of
each of said counties, be authorized, for all
the purposes of judicial organization, to do so
in the manner and upon the terms above set
LroMied, That the courts so ereated
‘shall, in their provisions, be made to eonform
to the policy ot the State, as prescribed in
this Constitution.

35. No citizen of this State who aided or f
participated in the late war between the Gov- |
ernment of the United States and a part of
the people thereof, on either side, shall be
liable in any proceeding, civil or criminal ;
nor shall his property be seized or sold under
final proeess, issued upon judgments or decrees
heretofore rendered, or otherwise, beecause of |
any act done according to the usages of eivil- |
ized warfare, in the prosecution of said war,
by either of the parties thereto.

The l.egislature shall provide by general |
law for giving full foree and effect to this see- |
tion, by due process of law. _

30. Such parts of the eommon law, and of |
the laws of this State as are in force when this |
Constitution goes into operation, and are not |
repugnant thereto shall be, and continue the
Inw of the State until altered or repealed by
the Legislature. All civil and eriminal saits
and proceedings pending in the former Cirenit
"Courts of this State shall remain and be pro-
ceeded in before the Circoit Court of the
proper county.

ARTICLE TX.
COUNTY ORGANIZATION.
1. The voters of each county shall elect a

| Surveyor of lands, a Prosecuting Attorney, a
26. The Justices of the Peace shall be !

classified by law, for the performance of their:

Sheriff, and one, and not more than two As- |
sessors, who shall hold their respective offices
for the term of four years.

2. There shall also be elected in each dis-
trict of the county, by the voters thereof, one
Constable, and if the population of any dis-
trict shall exceed twelve hundred, an addi-
tional Constable, whose term of offica shiall be |
four years, and whose powers as such shall
extend throughout their county. The Asges~ |
cor shall, with the advice and consent of the !
County Court, have the power to appoint dne |
‘or more assistants. Coroners, Overscers of

pointed bythe Connty Court.. The foregqing
officers, except the Prosecuting Attorneys,
shall reside in the county and district-for
which they shall barespectively elected.

" 3. The same person shall not be elected
Sheriff for two counsecative full terms; nor
shall any person, who acted as his deputy, be
elected successor to such Sheriff, nor shall
any Sheriff act as deputy of his suceessor;
nor shall he during his term of service, or
within one year thereafter, be elizible to any
other office. The retiring Sheriff shall finish
all busivess remaining in his hands, at the
expiration of his term ; for which purpose his
commission and official bond shall remain in
force. The duties of the office of Sheriff shall
be performed by him, in ‘person, or under his
superintendence.

4. The Presidents of the County Courts,
the Justices of the Peace, Sheriffs, Prosecut-
ing Attorneys, Clerks of the Circnit, and of
the County Courts, and all other county
officers, shall be subject to indictment for
malfeasance, misfeasance, or naglaet of official
duty, and upon conviction thereof, their offices
shall Kecome vacant.

5. The Legislature shall'provide for eom-
missioning such of the officers herein men-
tioned, as it may deem proper, not provided
for in this Constitution, and may require any
class of them to give bond with security, for
the fuithful discharge of the 'duties of their
respective offices. 4

G. It shall further provide for the compen-
sation, the duties and respousibilities of such
officers, and may provide for the appointment
?f their deputies and nssistants by general
aws,

7. The President of the County Court, and
every Justice and Constable shall be & con-
servator of the peace throughont his cotinty.

8. No new county shall hereafter be formed
in this Stute, with an arca of less than four
hundred square miles; nor with a population

.of less thausix thousand; norshall any county,

from which a new county or part thereof shall
be taken, be reduced, in area, below four
hundred share miles, nor in population. below
six thousand. Nor shall any new county be
formed without the consent of a majority of
the voters residing within the boundaries of
the proposed new county, and voting on the
question.
ARTICLE X.
TAXATION AND FINANCE.

1. Taxation ehall be equal and nniform
throughout the State, and all property, both
rend and personal, shall be taxed in proportion
to its value, to be ascertained as directed by
law. Noone species of properry, from which
a tux may be collected, shall be taxed higher
than any other speecies of property of equal
value; but property used for educatiynal,
literary, scientifie, religious or eharitable pur-
poses ; all- cemeteries nnd publie property,
may, by law, be exempted from taxation.—
The Legislature shall have power to tax, hy
uniform aud equal laws, all privileges and
franchises of persous and evrporations.

2. The Fegislature shall levy an annual
capitntion tux of one doilar upon each male
inhabitant o the State who has attained the
sge of twenty-one years, which shall be an-
nually appropriated to the support of I'reo
Schools.  Persons afilicted with bodily in-
firmity may be etempted from this tax.

3. No money shall be drawn from the
Treasury but in pursuance of an appropria~
tion made by law, and on n warrant issued
thereon by the Auditor ; wor shall any money,
or fund, be taken for any other purpose than
that for which it has been, or ‘may be, appro~
priated or provided. A complete and detailed
statement of’ the receipts and expenditures of
the public moneys, shall be published aannually.

4. Nodebtshall be contracted by this State,
except to meet casual deficits in the revenue,
to redeem o previous liability of the State, to
suppress insurreetion, repel invasion, or de-
fend the State in time of war; but the pay-
ment of any liability, other than that for the

-ordinary expenses of the State, shall bo equally

distributed over a period of at least twenty
yenars, 3

5. The power of taxation of the Tiegisla-
ture shall extend to provisions for the pay-
ment of the State debt, and interest thereon,
the support of I'ree Schools and the payment
of the annual estimuted expenses of the State;
but whenever any deficiency in the ré%enue
ghall exist in any year, it shall, at the regular

‘gessiun thereof held next after the deficiency

océurs, levy a tax for the ensuing year, suf-
ficient, with the other sources of income, to
meet such deficiency, as well as the estimuted
expenses of such year.

G. The credit of the State shall not. be
granted to, or in aid of any county, city, town-
ship, corporation, or person; nor shall the
State ever assume or become responsible for
the debts or liabilities of uny county, city,
town, township, corporation or person; nor
shall the State ever hereafter become a joint
owner or steckholder in any company or as-
sociation; in this State or elsewhere, formed
for any Q‘urpose whatever.

quo warranio, ,niu::il';xﬂ;us,‘; pr-ahibin'bn,;auid ‘the Poor, and Sur_éeyprg of roads, shall be ap~ . with res

pect to persous and property within
the jurisdiction®of the authority imposing the.
same. 3 :

‘ ARTICLE XL
‘CORPORATIONS.

1. The Legislature shall 'provi}le for the
orgavization of allcorporationg hereafier to
be created, by general laws, uniform as to the
class to which they relate ; but no corpora-
tion shall be created by special law : Propi-
ded, That nothing in this section contained
shall prevent the Legislature from providing
by special laws for the connection b capal of
the waters of the Chesapeake. with the Ohio
river by line of the James river, Green-
brier, New river and Great Kanawhg, |

2. The stockholders of all corporations and
Joint stock companies, execpt banks and bank-
ing institutions, created by the laws of this
State, shall be liable for the indebtedness of
such corporations to the amount of their stock
subseribed and anpaid, and no more.

3. All existing charters or grants of spes
cial or exelusive privileges under which or-
gnnization shall not have taken place, or
which shall not have been in operation with~
in two years from the time this Constitution
takes effect, shall thereafter have no validity
or effect whatever : Frovided, That nothing
herein shall prevent the execution of an
bona  fide contract heretofore lawlully niade
in relation to any existing charter or grant in
this State. ' A,

4. The Legislature shall provide by law,
that in all elections for directors or managers
of incorporated compaunies, every stockholder
shall have the right to vote, in person or by
proxy, for the uuwmber of shares of stock
owned by him, for as many persons as there
are directors or managors to be elected, or to
cumulate said shares, and give one candidate
ns many votes as the number of dircetors,
multiplied by the number of his shares of
stock, shall equal, or to distribute thom; on
‘the same prineiple among us many candidates
as he shall think fit; und such directors or
managers shall not be ‘eledted in any other
manner. .

9. No law shall be passed by the Lesisla~
ture granting the right to construct and op-
erate a street railrond within any city, town,
or incorperated villaze, without requiring the
consent of the loeal authorities having the
control of the street or highway proposed to
be occupied by such street railroad.

BANKS.

6. The Legislature may provide, by a gen-
cral banking law, for the creation and organ=
ization of bauks of issuo or circulation ; but
the stockholders of any bank hereafter au-
thorized by laws of this State, whether of is-
sue, deposit or discount, shall be personally
linble to the creditors thereof, over and sbove
the amount of stock held by them respective-
ly, to an amount equal to their respective
shares so held, for all its liabilities accruing
while they are such stockholders

RAILNOADS.

7. Lvery reilroad éorporatién, orpanized or
doing business in this State, ghall annunlly,
by their proper officers, make a report, under
outh, to the Auditor of DPublic Accounts of
this Btate, or some other officer tp he desigs
nated by law, setting forth the condition of
their affuirs, the operations of the year, and
such other matters relating to their respocs
tive railroads as may be prescribed by law.—
The Liegislature shall pass laws enlorcing, by
euitable penalties, the provisions of this sec~
tion.

8. The rolling stock and all other movahle
property belonging to any railroad company
or corporation in this State, shall be consid-
ercd personal property, and shall be liable to
exccution and sale, in the same manner as
the personal property of individualy, and the
Legislature shall pass no law exempting any
such property from execution and sale.

9. Railroads heretofore constructed, or that
may hereafter be constructed in this State,
are hereby declared public higliways, and
shall be free to all persons for the transporta-
tion of their pérsons and property thereon,
under such regulations as shall be preseribed
by law ; and the Legislature shall, from time
to time, pass laws applicable to all railroad
corporations in the State, establishing reason-
able maximuin rates of charges Tor the trans-"
portation of passengers and freights, and pro-
viding for the correction of abuses, tho pre-
vention of unjust disecrimination between
through and loeal or way freight and pass

just rights of the publie, and shall enforce
such laws by adequate penalties.

10. The Legislature shall, in the law reg-
ulating railway companies, require railroads
running through, or witlin a half mile of a
town or village contnining three hundred or
more inhabitants, to establish stations for the
accommodation of the trade and travel of said
town or village.

11. No railroad corporation shall consoli~
date its stock, property or franchise, with any

7. Couuty anthorities shall never assess |

taxes, in any one yesr, the aggregate of which
shall exceed nine-five cents per one hundred

dollars valuation, except for the support of |

Free Schonls ; payment of indebtednes exist-
ing at the time of the adoption of this Con~
stitution ; and for the paymeat of any indeht
edness with the interestthereon, created under
the sucereding eeetion, unless such assess-
ment, withall questions involving the incrpase
of such aggregate, shall have been submitted
to the vote of the penple of the county, and
have received three-fifths of all the T Otes cast
for and agaiust it. 5

8. No county, city, School district, or mu-~
nieipal corporation, except in cases where such
corporations have already aathorized their
bands to be issued, shall hereafter be allowed
to become indebted, in any manner, or for any

purpose, to nu smount, includine existing in- |

debtedness, in the aguregate, exceeding five
rer centum on the value of the taxabi
erty therein. to be ascertained by the last as-
sessment for State and county tixes, prévious
to the ioeurring of euch indebteduess, nor
without, at the eame time, providing for the
collection of & direct annual tax sufliciant to
pay avoually the interest on such debt and

the principal thereof, within and not exceed.
ingthirty-fouryears. Provided, That po debt |
ehall be contracted under this section, unless |

all guestions connected with the same shall
have been first snbmitted to a vote of the peo-
ple and have received three-fifths of all the

| votes cast for aud against’the same.

9. The Legislature may ‘by law authorize
the corporate authorities of cities, towns and
villages for corporalé purposes to sssess and
collect taxes; but such taxes shall be uniform

i

| taking, by the Legislature, of the property

other railrond; owning a parallel or competing
line, or obtain the possession or control of
such parallel or eompeting line by lease or
other contract, without the permission of the
Legislature. .

12. The exercise of the power and the
right of emioent domain ghall never be so
construed, or abrideed, as to prevent the

and franchises of incorporatzd companies, al-
ready orgdnized, and sabjecting them to the

public use, the same as of individuals,
s

ARTICLE XII.
EDUCATION.
1. The Legislature shall provide, by gen-
eral law, for a thorough and efficient system

of free schools.
2. The State

-of Virginia, whather

B

. entional institution of any name nrgmdc‘uﬁ'tf

senger tariffs; and for the protection of the [

‘ofsuch grants,dev
fied ; this State’sjn

Jiquidated, and

moneys that may
exemption from ‘mi
as may, from time t5.,
by the Legislature for
set apart as a sepa
*‘School Fund,” ar
ulutions as may ba presorit
interest bearingsecurities of
or of 'this State, or it suoch :
securities cannot be obtuined,
Fund shall be invested'i
interest bearing securities
by the Governor, Sape
Schools, Auditor and Treasn
hereby coustituted the: “Boardo
Fund,” tv mansge the same nnd
ulations ‘as may be’ prési
the interest thereof shall
to the support of free so
State, nud to no other pu
4t any portion of said iy
unexpended at tha.alose ofa |
be added to, and remain & par
of the School Fund: £
taxes Which shall be received’ by
upon delinquent lands, exoept the t
to the State thereon, shall be refun
county or district by or for wlﬁc_l!
wero lavied.  ~ (% &7 SR
9. The Legisjature shall’ pravi
support of I'ree’ Schools. b
thereto the interest of tha iny
Fund.” the net proceeds of ‘all
and fines aceruing to this ‘Stife"
laws thercof, the State capitation:
by, general taxation on persons and
or otherwise, It shall alvo provide. fo
ing, in each county or district, by the auth
ty of tho people thereof such a pr:{miﬁ it
the amount required for the support of Fres
Schools therein as shall be prescribed ’5} ren
eral laws. % =
G. The school districts into whigh
county is now divided shall sontinue
chinged in pursuance of law. - 11°
7. Allleviesthat may be Inid by.an
or district for the purpose of Free
shall bo reported to the Clerk of the Jof
Court, and shall, under such regulation
may be preseribed by law; be collected h
Sheriff or other collector, who shall make’
nual settlement with the County Cenct. w
settlements shall be made a matter of
by the Clerk thereof, in a book to be kept f8
that purposae. ¥ By -
8. White and colored persons shall o
taught in the same gehool. e
0. No person connected with the
School System of the State, or with any

State control, shall be interested in the sale
proceeds or profits of any book or other thin
used, or to be used therein, under
penalties as may be prescribed by law ;
videdd, That nothing herein shall be constr
to 2pply to any work written or thing inv
ed by such peraon. ! b

10. No independent free sehool dinlﬁai"ﬂt'
organization shall hureafter be created, excopk
with the consent of the school district or diss *
triets, out of which the same is to be created) -
expressed by a majority of tho votera voting
on the question. f 24

11. No approprintion shall IIGrelh'a'r_ L‘
made to any State Normnl School or brangh
thereof, except to those nlready established;,
and in operation, or now chartered.

12. The DLegislature shall fostor apd e~
courage moral, intellectual, scientific and agri=
cultural improvement ; it shall, whenever
may be praclicable, make suitable provision
for the blind, mute and insane, and for th
orzanization of such institutions of learning
ns the beht interests of general education
the State may demand.

ARTICLE XTIL :
LAND TITLES, -
1. All private riglits and interests in 1
in this State derived from or upder the la
of the State of Virginia, and [rom or under.
the Constitution and laws of this State prior
to the time this Constitution goes into op_arli
tion, shall remain valid and secure; sand shal
be determined by the laws in force iu_Vil:I‘
ginia, prior to the furmation of this State, and'
by the Constitution and laws in force in this
State, prior to the time this Constitution goea
into effect. =is
2. No entty by warrant on land ib thia'
Btate shaH hereaficr be made. 1AL
3. All title to lands in this State, heretp
fore, forfeited, or treated ns forfeited, ut,
and pnappropriated, or eschested to ll::j ]
of Virginia, or this Stete, ur purch sel g
cither of said States at sales made for the e
payment ot taxes and become irredeemable;
or hereafter forfeited or treuted am forfeited;s
or escheated to this State, or purehased b
and become irredeemable, not redeemed,
leased or otherwize disposed of, !eal&'lr.
remaining in this State, shall be, and'ish
‘transferred to and vested jo*any per!aa( 2
than those for whose default the same’m
have been forfeited or returned d’gﬁﬁ
their heirs or devisees), for 0. mush
ds such person Las or shall bave
continbos possession of, upder
of titledor ten years; and who, or
whom he elaims; nhnl_lﬁ,,-_hy‘;-’ 1.th
taxes theredn, for any five.years do

possession ; or if there be no

to sny person (uther thad
default the same may hs

I.\'I‘ .‘-
&

|

Superintendent of Free

Schools shall have a general supervision of |
free schools, and perform sueh other Huties 1

in relation thereto as may be prescribed by law.

| If intheperfurmance of anysuch duty imposed

e prop- |

| for:
| five hundred dollars in any one year.

| 3. The Legislature may provide for County
| Superintendeuts, and such other officers »s |
| may be necessary to carry out the objecia of |

1

and compeunsation. 5
4. The existing permavent and invested
| School Fund, and’all money accruing fo this.|

i unappropriated lands; and from lands hereto~
i fore sold for taxes and purchased by thé Bste
{ of Virginia; if hereafler redeemed, or scld fo
| others ihan this State; all grants, devises:

| State from forfeited, delinquent, wnsm'uld}

<ord. 11
| bequests that may be made to this State. ﬁii?

the purpose of edueation, or where thé purgose

R e _;‘-_/'1

|
upon him by the Legislature, he shall incur |
| any expeoses, he shall be reimbursed there~ |
Lrovided, The smount does not exeeed |

this article, aud defide their duties, powers t
gl
13

returned delinguent, their
for so much of said land
have title or cluim to;
djately or immediately T
from the Commonwealgh a
State, pot forfeiféd i
forfeited would bey,
uader whom ‘he elaims]
paid all State taxes.ch
thereon_for five su.
1565, or from ihe ds
have issued fince tha
Et:;- persons asafor
er than thoge
may have been .
nedf, th

i



